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executive summary







• Ninety-nine percent of internet-initiated sex crimes against 
minors happen in the 13-17-age range. Pre-pubescent minors 
(those under 12) are still in developmental stages and rarely 
become victims since they are not yet interested in sex or 
romance. 

• Facebook & other social media have little contribution to the 
social problem since the ‘seduction’ of teens by predators 
happens in private, interactive media such as chat rooms, 
private messages, instant messaging, and e-mail.

• Passive activities such as posting personal information online 
or simply interacting with strangers do not make teens suscep-
tible to online predation.  But those who go further such as 
interact, provide personal information and talk about sex are 
more prone to aggressive sexual solicitation.

• One possible protective feature of the Internet is that time is 
required to move relationships from communication to physi-
cal contact. 

• Another important audience are the peers and other 
“bystanders” who know about the romantic involvements of 
their friends with online strangers. Bystanders may heed 
messages to take preventive measures when they see friends 
drawn into dubious online relationships. Participants in Inter-
net networks and chat rooms are also bystanders who can take 
steps to report inappropriate behavior and enforce responsible 
standards.

















SPG Alert: Offline Behavior to Watch Out for Album (4 photos)
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